Lady Presidents, and hon. secretaries of districts.
The minutes of the last annual meeting, held on December 16> 1912, were read and duly confirmed.
Prince Alexander of Teck's Address.
His Serene Highness said it gave Princess Alexander 7md himself great pleasure to be present again at the annual meeting of Presidents and meet the honorary officers of the League of Mercy for the coming year. The apprehensions felt in many quarters last year that the working of the Insurance Act would militate against the voluntary hospitals had not been dispelled, although they had been somewhat lightened by another year's experience.
The beneficent work of the voluntary hospitals was so well known, so knit up with our social life, and was so happily associated with the freedom of the medical profession and the needs of medical education, that it had continued to receive public support and to command public confidence. The uncertainties exhibited both here and in Germany, which appeared to be incidental to any scheme of nationalisation vind State 
